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Rhode Island State Law  
In June 2012, Rhode Island enacted a Complete Streets law (S 2131) to integrate multiple transit options 
into the design and construction of state transportation projects. The law mandates that federal- and 
state-funded road projects consider the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, and public 
transit users, during planning and construction. Compliance is achieved through the implementation of 
"complete streets" design features, which may include sidewalks, paved shoulders, bicycle lanes, and 
other measures to enhance safety and accessibility for all travelers. Road projects that do not address all 
road users must meet the stated exemptions, and the state is required to report on project adherence. 
This document addresses projects on Aquidneck Island that should feature bicycle infrastructure 
additions or improvements.  
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText12/SenateText12/S2131.pdf 

Rhode Island Bicycle Mobility Plan 
Additionally, we recommend a sub-section highlighting the priority of implementing the state-approved 
‘Bicycle Mobility Plan’ (BMP), adopted in 2020, under ‘STIP Investment Framework and Program 
Descriptions’, beginning on p1-19 ‘RIDOT Programs’, ‘Active Transportation.’ We understand from the 
ongoing update of the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) that the BMP is 1.7% implemented as of 
06/25. While less than 5% of RIDOT’s budget is allotted for Active Transportation projects in the fiscally 
constrained years, incorporation of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in the STIP will advance the vital 
goal of a more balanced mobility system.  

Highway Safety 
Regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety: Starting on page 1-30, the “Performance Assessment: 
Highway Safety” section and subsequent notable line items describe inadequate actions to address 
safety of pedestrians and bicyclists. The subsection, “Intersection and Crosswalk Safety Improvements” 
describes pedestrians and bicyclists accounting for up to 33% of fatalities and serious injuries in Rhode 
Island, while only 2.3% of Rhode Islanders walk to work and 0.4% bike to work. Though this fatality 
percentage does not reflect commuting only, it is an insight into the disproportionate harm these road 
users face. With this context, it is disappointing to see the only objectives to reduce deaths and serious 
injuries within the “Intersection and Crosswalk Safety Improvements” section are “Reduce pedestrian 
exposure to vehicular traffic” and “Reduce vulnerable user crashes at intersections, along the roadway, 
and at mid-block crossings”.  

Multimodal Options and Proven Safety Countermeasures 
In order to adhere to the STIP Priority Areas laid out on page 1-6, specifically, “Multimodal 
Transportation Safety” and “Expanding Transportation Options”, more thoughtful and proven 
countermeasures should be included to reduce fatalities and serious injuries – not just for bicyclists and 

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText12/SenateText12/S2131.pdf


pedestrians, but for all road users. It is well documented that by planning for and safeguarding 
pedestrians and cyclists, especially at intersections, all road users see better safety outcomes. Dedicating 
safe facilities for bicyclists and pedestrians will also encourage people, who are able, to switch from 
driving to more sustainable, healthy, and safer modes of transportation. 

The document should reference FHWA’s Proven Safety Countermeasures, such as “Bicycle Lanes”, 
“Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons”, “Road Diets”, and “Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons” as safety 
measures in all STIP projects to reduce deaths and serious injuries, to advance Complete Streets 
designs, and to move toward zero roadway deaths.  

 

Responses to Aquidneck Island Projects in the Draft STIP 

Regarding STIP ID 5107: 

Bellevue Avenue is a primary route for bicyclists, and this project does not include bicycle improvements. 
This corridor - with connections to tourist destinations, businesses, parks, beaches, historical sites, Salve 
Regina University, and residential neighborhoods - is identified as a priority segment of the bike network 
in Newport in the Newport Transportation Plan and Ride Island Bicycle Plan, enhancing connectivity to 
people and places, and connecting the Memorial Boulevard bicycle lanes to the popular coastal 
bicycling routes known as Ocean Drive, or “The Ocean Loop”. Please refer to S12, page 89 of Newport’s 
Transportation Master Plan, “Keep Newport Moving” for additional discussion and strategies, and to the 
section beginning on page 62 of the Ride Island Bicycle Plan also adopted by the City for Newport as a 
guiding document. Furthermore, the planned bike lanes on Narragansett Avenue and shared lane 
markings on Ruggles Avenue connect to Bellevue Avenue, elevating the need for consistent bicycle 
infrastructure along this key North to South route.  

Active 
Transportation 
Program 

5107 Bellevue Avenue ADA 
Sidewalk/Access 
Improvements (Kay St. 
to Ocean Ave)

This project will make sidewalk 
improvements to address ADA 
accessibility deficiencies through the 
installation of ADA curb access ramps 
and replacement of chip stone sealed 
sidewalks

$0.50 
million 
for 2028 
$5.50 
million 
for 2030 
$5.50 
million 
for 2031 
$20 
million 
for 2032 
Total 
$31.50 
million 
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Bellevue Avenue is one of the widest streets in Newport. The absence of travel lane striping for cars 
results in inconsistent positioning and dangerous conditions for bicycles on the same road. South of 
Memorial Boulevard, Bellevue Avenue is wide enough for bike lanes.  

On-street parking on Bellevue Avenue between Casino Terrace and Kay Street can be reconfigured to 
improve sight lines for traffic entering Bellevue from intersecting streets - reducing risks for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and other cars.  

Please refer to S10, page 88 of Newport’s Master Transportation Plan, “Keep Newport Moving” for 
additional discussion and strategies.   

Figures referenced from Keep Newport Moving: 

 

Regarding STIP ID 5300: 

Active 
Transportation 
Program 

5300 America’s Cup/
Memorial Boulevard 
Resiliency and Multi 
Modal Improvements

This project will create better 
accommodations and connections to 
adjacent completed projects in the 
realm of improved multimodal access 
and resiliency of the corridor 

$0.50 
million 
for 2031 
$3.50 
million 
for 2032 
$0.25 
million 
for 2033 
$0.25 
million 
for 2034 
Total 
$4.50 
million 

 3



This focus on multimodal improvements to America’s Cup and Memorial Boulevard requires specificity 
regarding access for bicycles, pedestrians, transit, and ferry. Note that this busy area is the historic center 
of the City of Newport. The current configuration of Americas’ Cup Avenue prioritizes motor vehicles 
over all modes and the proposed multimodal improvements will improve access and safety for the 
variety of transportation modes. 

The full length of America’s Cup requires improvements as addressed in the Transportation Master Plan 
and the Ride Island Bicycle Plan. On this priority bike route, there is no transition from the end of the 
new shared use path to the start of the bike lane, and the current bike lane is dangerously narrow with no 
buffer.  

The intersection of America’s Cup and Lower Thames Street lacks consideration for bicyclists is a conflict 
point for cars, cyclists, and pedestrians. The intersections of Memorial Boulevard with Spring and 
Bellevue host high counts of bicyclists, pedestrian, and motor vehicles with no managing infrastructure. 
On-street parking on Memorial Boulevard between Thomas Street and Annandale Road should be 
studied to improve cyclist safety along this popular corridor. Please refer to S8, pages 84-85 of Newport’s 
Master Transportation Plan, “Keep Newport Moving” and pages 71-72 of the Ride Island Bicycle Plan for 
designs and recommendations.  

Figures referenced from Keep Newport Moving: 

 

 
Regarding STIP ID 1359: 
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This entire length of Valley Road is a priority corridor for people biking, walking, and using transit to 
priority destinations that include the local high school, middle school, Child & Family Services, Newport 
County Mental Health, numerous businesses and markets, houses of worship, the YMCA, health care 
providers, nursing homes, and much more. The entire length of the corridor has more than adequate 
room to dramatically improve safety for all road users. Adding bicycle infrastructure on Valley Road can 
easily connect with the shared use path on Connell Highway at the north end and with the Memorial 
Blvd bike lane at the south end - resulting in a full circle loop of Newport and Middletown - connecting 
residential neighborhoods with innumerable priority destinations and dramatically improving access and 
connectivity for people biking and walking on Aquidneck Island. Valley Road is addressed as a priority by 
the Town of Middletown, and in the Ride Island Bicycle Plan, see pages 40-41. 

Regarding STIP ID 5070: 

Active 
Transportation 
Program 

1359 RI-214, Valley Rd. 
(RI-138A 
Aquidneck Ave to 
RI-138 East Main 
Rd

This line item involves resurfacing of the 
roadway from Green End Avenue to RI-138 
East Main Road. Sidewalk and handicapped 
ramp replacement will be performed for the 
entirety of this route, from Aquidneck 
Avenue to East Main Rd. 

$0.10 
million 
for 2032 
$0.25 
million 
for 2033 
$1.60 
million 
for 2034 
$1.70 
million 
for 2035 
Total 
$3.65 
million 
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As per the Ride Island Bicycle Plan, this project should be modified to include separated bicycle lanes or 
a shared use path.  With the new bike lane completed on Aquidneck Avenue from Green End Ave to 
East Main Road, and the planned extension of the Memorial Boulevard bike lanes through the Atlantic 
Beach district, bike lanes will contribute to the connected network and support north and south travel to 
businesses, schools, and residential areas.

Active 
Transportation 
Program

5070 RI-138A, 
Aquidneck 
Avenue 
(Purgatory Rd. to 
Green End Ave.)

This line item involves resurfacing of the 
roadway from Purgatory Road to Reservoir 
Avenue. Sidewalk and handicapped ramp 
replacement will be performed for the 
entirety of the route, from Purgatory Road 
to Green End Avenue.

$0.10 
million 
for 2028 
$0.10 
million 
for 2029 
$0.20 
million 
for 2030 
$1.00 
million 
for 2031 
$1.75 
million 
for 2032 
$0.10 
million 
for 2033 
Total 
$3.25 
million  
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